
DRAFT 

 1 

Sunart Community Council 
Meeting held 8th November 2018 (7:30pm) 

 
1. Welcome and Apologies 

The Chair welcomed everyone and the three newly elected members: L Wilson, T 
Coldwell and J Jones.  Apologies received from Cllr Baxter and J Hilder (Treasurer) 
 
Attending: D Anderson (Chair), C Hunter (Vice Chair), T Coldwell, L Wilson, J Jones 
(Secretary), PC A Campbell and one member of the public 
 

2. Minutes of meeting held 9th August 2018: Proposed D Anderson, seconded C 
Hunter. 

 
Amendments: Insert that T Dobson resigned from the Sunart Community Council in 
June 2018. 
 

3. Matters arising from the previous minutes 
Police Matters: PC Campbell mentioned that there had been hearsay on thefts locally 
but nothing had been reported to the Police and therefore it is difficult for the Police to 
respond if nothing is reported.  At the local Police Inspector’s meeting with community 
councils it was emphasised that people should use the 101 Service to report incidents, 
as this helps the Police meet community needs and demonstrates the need and 
importance for a continuing permanent police presence on the peninsulas.  
Next week is Lochaber Operation Cedar this aims to challenge and educate on poor 
driving standards, car safety especially the importance of lights, tyres, etc. for winter 
driving conditions.   
PC K Swift has returned to duty and the Community Council welcome him back. 
There is an Anti Bullying Campaign on the 18th December and the Police are doing a 
talk at the High School assembly.  There is a meeting for parents on Wednesday 15th 
November about cyber safety and bullying.  There is a need for safety as pictures and 
text once on the Internet are difficult to remove and can be there for ever. 
 
Heritage: In October a lady from the Heritage Society came to help catalogue George 
Fox’s collection.  So far there are 84 boxes of books and still more to do, and the 
photographs are being put into acid proof packaging.  The Sunart Community 
Company have obtained funding and contributed to the costs. 
 
Monument Park: the Secretary wrote to Mr Wright and received a reply on the 14th 
August, which the Chair read out.  It was agreed that as the Community Council had 
been in abeyance and it being three months since Mr Wright’s reply, the Secretary 
should write again to find out the current situation.  Action Secretary 
 
 Dail Mhor House: There is one resident back full time and they are currently running 
with three respite beds.  The lunch club is operating and last week had 14 people 
attending.  The Chair wanted to emphasise that the lunch club was open to all and at 
£4 for soup and sandwich is excellent value.  Lara Van de Peer has been appointed as 
the part-time Project Worker, the post is being funded by the NHS Highland for 2 
years.  Lara is employed by the Sunart Community Company, as the Company have 
the necessary employer facilities in place, but she is managed by the 5 Community 
Councils DMH Working Group. 
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Longrigg Woodland:  Following a successful application to the Scottish Land Fund 
Sunart Community Company has commissioned a consultant Amanda Bryan to 
conduct a feasibility study on whether there is community benefit to be obtained from 
buying Longrigg Woodland. As part of this, the consultants will be holding local 
consultative meetings over the winter.  Please watch out for local notices if you wish to 
have your say. 
 
Visitor Information Centre: Following a successful grant application for £41,000 from 
the Scottish Land Fund, the community will acquire the property by the end of the 
week. Izzy Baker has begun work on a business plan and is arranging to meet with all 
those local producers who expressed a desire to sell from the shop next year.  The 
Community Company are looking for volunteers to help with some minor maintenance 
and repairs over the winter, ready for the new season. 
 
SCC Website: The new Community Company website is up and running thanks to a 
lot of hard work from Dean Mann (Anaheilt) and Izzy Baker. After last years technical 
issues preventing the SCC from running a website the Board are delighted with the 
content now available on all our activities. Community Councillors may wish to 
consider if a similar site would suit the Community Council. The host costs are less 
than £100 but unless a volunteer can be found there may be a charge for putting it 
together (using a WordPress template). 
 
AoB:  

• A community car is now available for people to use for journeys to Raigmore, 
etc.  The car is garaged and maintained by Loch Sheil Garage and booking is 
through Care Lochaber.  The NHS Highland are providing the vehicle through 
their leasing arrangements 

• Housing – School Road. – Secretary had emailed the HSCHT and T Coldwell 
had visited the house.  HSCHT replied that they were investigating the matter 
and would respond.  As yet there has been no other reply.  Secretary to follow 
up 

• War Memorial – this has been in abeyance but the Secretary will place a notice 
in the notice board to local contractors to tender for install a handrail. 

• Water Festival – Update from the Community Company: As you will have read 
in the De Tha Dol, only the land-based children’s activities took place due to 
high winds precluding the open water events. Even so, approx 70 people took 
part and the event broke even. Thanks to support from the Community Council 
and the Community Benefit Fund, equipment and banners were purchased 
which can be used for future years and there is the residue of grant available to 
pay for next year’s costs. Please note the date May 19th 2019!!!! All local 
businesses that offered support this year have pledged the same for May 2019.  
Thank you! 

 
4. Planning Matters 

There was one application 18/002262/FUL, from Julian Morris for amendments to 
original application. Noted 
 

5. Correspondence 
 
Email re Stagecoach – noted 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
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Deposit Account is £10,555.07 
Current Account is £5,674.82 
 
We will pay Strontian Stores £1200 for the fireworks but donations are still coming in. 
Community Councillors might wish to remind any member of the community that 
donations are welcome and can be left in the boxes at the shops. The treasurer has 
donations from the Kilcamb Lodge Hotel, Hilary and Julian Morris, Bothy Bar, Strontian 
Hotel and approx. £40 from collection boxes last month.   
There may also be some fees from the noticeboard for this year. 
 

7. Any other Business (AoB) 
 
Following an approach by a member of the public the secretary will speak with the 
Highland Council Access Officer concerning a problem with the path to the burial 
ground. 
 
Further update from the Sunart Community Company: 

Sunart Community Benefit Fund 
The Panel convened in September following another £15,000 donated from Sunart 
Community Renewables. A more detailed report will be made in the De tha Dol 
however briefly the Panel announced awards to: 
Strontian Angling Club to help with restocking programme and fisheries 
management. 
Sunart Water Festival - costs to help set up and run the Festival, 
Highland Open Water Swimming (Resipole) for a contribution towards equipment  
Sunart & Morvern District Agricultural Society towards show field improvements. 
Sunart Community Company towards Local Development Officer wages and the 
annual admin fee for secretariat and audit. 
 
Paths and Trails Group 
A further £1500 has been secured from Paths for All to match money from SCBF 
so the group is pressing ahead with a new footpaths map for the Strontian area as 
well as organising a number of ‘activity days’ for residents to come along and enjoy 
a few hours in the fresh air building or repairing our local paths. Local volunteers 
have been mapping our paths using GPS.  
 
Men’s Shed 
The Men’s Shed was officially opened last month and the group has already made 
a set of beautiful benches to locate at various points on local village paths. It is 
open Monday and Wednesday mornings. 
 
Sunart Community Company AGM 
At the recent AGM, Alison Carmichael and Matt Simpkinson were elected, the 
accounts were approved and John Tyldesley stood down as Chair to encourage 
others to come forward. John was thanked for his unstinting efforts and given a 
small gift. He remains the Angling Club rep on the Board. 

 
8. Date of next meeting: 13th December 2018, 7:30pm in the Village Hall, Strontian 

 


